OBJECTIVE: Cardiovascular diseases are the main cause of death in women and men in Brazil, but the trends for the death ratios for ischemic heart disease and stroke in women and men remain unknown.
INTRODUCTION
Cardiovascular diseases (CVDs) are the main cause of death in women and men in Brazil. 1 The death rates associated with ischemic heart disease (IHD) and stroke are similar in men, but the rates of death due to stroke are higher in Brazilian women compared to death for IHD. 2 However, there is a decreasing trend in the mortality associated with CVD in both women and men. Nevertheless, in the metropolitan area of Sã o Paulo (MASP), the death rate related to IHD is greater than that associated with stroke in both women and men. 3 Previous studies have reported conflicting results that demonstrate a slower decline in the death rate associated with IHD in women compared to men in developed countries. [4] [5] [6] [7] On the other hand, there is growing evidence of an increase in IHD in low-and middle-income countries 8 and even less favorable decreases in the trends for IHD and stroke in Latin America. 9 In addition, the rates for IHD and stroke death are very similar in these countries. Nevertheless, in Brazil, the trends for the death ratios associated with IHD and stroke in women and men remain unknown. The present study analyzed these trend ratios in Brazil and in the MASP.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
This study analyzed the death ratio of IHD to stroke in women and men in Brazil and in the MASP who were over 30 years of age from 1980 to 2005. Estimates for the population size and mortality data for IHD and stroke were obtained from the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE; www.ibge.gov.br) and the Ministry of Health (www.datasus.gov.br). Deaths that occurred between 1980 and 1995 were classified according to the ICD-9 presented at the 9th Review Conference of the International Classification of Diseases (ICD) in 1975, the standards of which were adopted by the 20th World Health Assembly. According to the ICD-9, the death codes for the population from 1980 to 1995 were as follows: from 410 to 414 codes for IHD and from 430 to 438 codes for stroke. The deaths that occurred between 1996 and 2006 were classified according to the ICD-10 codes: from 120 to 125 codes for IHD and from 160 to 169 codes for stroke. The risk for death was adjusted using a direct method according to the 1960 standard world population. 9 The data for mortality data (per 100,000 inhabitants), the percentage variations of CVD deaths, the male/female (M/F) ratio for IHD, the male/ female ratio for stroke, the IHD/stroke ratio in Brazil, and the IHD/stroke ratio in the MASP were analyzed between Table 1 -Death rates associated with cardiovascular disease (CVD), ischemic heart disease (IHD), and stroke. 
RESULTS
The death rates due to CVD, IHD, and stroke in Brazil and in the MASP are shown in Table 1 (Figure 1) , and men/ women ratios are shown in Table 2 Figure 3 . In Brazil, a simple linear regression analysis revealed an increasing trend for the male/female ratio for IHD, with an initial adjusted average coefficient of 1.653 ¡ 0.001 (r = 0.228; p = 0.262). An increasing trend was observed for this ratio in the MASP, with an initial adjusted average coefficient of 1.763 ¡ 0.008 (r = 0.863; p,0.001). Comparisons among the slopes of the regression lines revealed a significant increase in the male/ female ratio for IHD in the MASP in comparison to Brazil (p,0.0001). In Brazil, a simple linear regression analysis showed a significant increasing trend for the male/female ratio for stroke, with an initial adjusted average coefficient of 1.252 ¡ 0.004 (r = 0.776; p,0.0001). In the MASP, an increasing trend was also observed for the male/female ratio for stroke, with an initial adjusted average coefficient of 1.331 ¡ 0.006 (r = 0.580; p = 0.002). Comparisons among the slopes of the regression lines revealed similar results for the male/female ratio for stroke in the MASP compared to Brazil (p = 0.244). In Brazil, the simple linear regression analysis showed a significant increasing trend for the male/ female ratio for IHD versus the male/female ratio for stroke, with an initial adjusted average coefficient of 0.480 ¡ 0.492 (r = 0.604; p = 0.001). Similarly, the MASP showed an increasing trend for this ratio, with an initial adjusted 
DISCUSSION
The results of the present study demonstrate an increased male/female ratio for IHD in the MASP but a steady ratio in Brazil. The male/female ratio for stroke increased in both Brazil and the MASP, and this pattern has been observed worldwide with a higher incidence and prevalence in men together with a worsened short-term prognosis. 11 We observed a consistent increase in the IHD/stroke death ratio in both regions. We also observed an increase in the IHD/stroke death ratio in men compared to women, which likely reflected an epidemiologic transition in Brazil that resulted in a proportional increase in the number of IHDrelated deaths. On the other hand, the increase in the male/ female ratio for stroke can be explained by a greater reduction of stroke-related deaths in Brazilian women compared to IHD-related deaths even though stroke has remained the main cause of death. 3 In the USA, stroke remains the second leading cause of death in women. 12 The main risk factor for stroke is hypertension. Although the control of hypertension remains poor, it has demonstrated an improvement, which may be reflected by the decreased number of stroke-related deaths. Information and drug adherence has improved in Brazil due to increased access to cheaper antihypertensive drugs. Because stroke is the main cause of death in Brazilian women, a more effective control of hypertension may have an addition beneficial effect on the IHD/stroke and the male/female ratios. Nevertheless, similar results of hypertension control have not been observed for other risk factors, such as dyslipidemia, diabetes, smoking, and obesity. 13 All of these risk factors are very important in the pathophysiology of atherosclerosis and in IHD. The control of risk factors has been shown to significantly reduce IHD-related deaths.
14 Drugs that are used to treat dyslipidemia remain expensive for most of the Brazilian population. 15 The control of diabetes has not improved, 16 and obesity has increased in Brazil. 17 There is a greater prevalence of risk factors for IHD in men, which may have influenced the diminished reduction of IHDrelated deaths in men in the MASP. 18, 19 The limitations of the present study are related to the Brazilian mortality data, such as errors related to the diagnosis, the accuracy of the death certificates, deaths associated with unknown causes, and data entry errors. No validation studies for the data for the mortality rate are available in most states or cities in Brazil. An indirect indicator of the standard quality of the data is the number of death certificates that contain a diagnosis for the cause of death, such as symptoms, signs and poorly defined health conditions. These certificates are significant in the northeastern, northern, and centralwestern regions but are not significant in the southern and Southeastern regions of Brazil or in the MASP.
CONCLUSION
We observed an increased trend for IHD deaths in men compared to women. Improvements in risk factor control and treatments in men and women are mandatory to reduce the number of IHD-related deaths in Brazil.
